
 

 

This sample syllabus provides resources, activities, readings, and assignments, aligned with the 

Initial Practice-Based Professional Preparation Standards for Early Interventionists/Early 

Childhood Special Educators (2020) and DEC Recommended Practices (2014). Consider state 

and university policies and add as appropriate. This is not a complete syllabus; nor is it intended 

to suggest that the standard would be addressed in only one course in the curriculum. 

 

ECPC Sample Syllabus  

Standard 4: Assessment Processes 

 

Course Description 

This example is Standard 4. 

 

This course is designed to help students gain knowledge and understanding of the purposes of 

assessment in relation to ethical and legal considerations. Students will learn how to choose 

developmentally, linguistically, and culturally appropriate tools and methods that are responsive 

to the characteristics of the young child, family, and program. Using evidence-based practices, 

students will develop or select as well as administer informal measures, and select and 

administer formal measures in partnership with families and other professionals. Students will 

learn to analyze, interpret, document, and share assessment information using a strength-based 

approach with families and other professionals for eligibility determination, outcome/goal 

development, planning instruction and intervention, monitoring progress, and reporting. 

 

Required Text 

The text below is an example for Standard 4. When developing or revising your syllabus, you 

may also choose supplemental readings.  (See References in the Resources section of the ECPC 

Curriculum Modules: Professional Standards for related literature and resources.) 

 

Linder, T. (2008). Transdisciplinary play-based assessment (2nd ed.). Brookes. 

 

Wortham, S. C., & Hardin, B. J. (2016). Assessment in early childhood education (7th ed.).  

            Pearson  

 

Standard 4 Components - Student Learning Outcomes 

IHE faculty may develop additional student learning objectives by breaking down the 

components into sub-objectives and describing the knowledge, skills, and dispositions students 

are expected to learn upon successful completion of this course. Two sample student learning 

objectives are listed for each of the numbered components below.  These are examples only and 

are not intended to be a complete set of objectives for the respective component. 

 

As a result of active participation and successful completion of course requirements, students 

will be able to: 

4.1 Understand the purposes of formal and informal assessment including ethical and legal 

considerations, and use this information to choose developmentally, culturally and 
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linguistically appropriate, valid, reliable tools and methods that are responsive to the 

characteristics of the young child, family, and program. Students will also be able to 

explain state and federal mandates related to assessment in early intervention and early 

childhood special education. 

• Describe the legal requirements for evaluation and assessment in Part C and Part B 

(619). 

• Describe ethical principles to guide the evaluation and assessment process in Part C 

and Part B (619). 

4.2 Develop and administer informal assessments and/or select and use valid, reliable formal 

assessments using evidence-based practices, including technology, in partnership with 

families, and other professionals. 

• Describe the process for selecting and administering informal assessments. 

• Identify criteria for selecting and administering formal assessments.   

4.3 Analyze, interpret, document, and share assessment information using a strength-based 

approach with families and other professionals. 

• Describe how to analyze, interpret, and document assessment information and results 

using a strengths-based approach.  

• Describe how to share evaluation and assessment information and results with families and 

other professionals through a strength-based approach.  
4.4 In collaboration with families and other team members, use assessment data to determine 

eligibility, develop child and family-based outcomes/goals, plan for interventions and 

instruction, and monitor progress to determine efficacy of programming. 

• Describe a process to collect and analyze assessment information in collaboration 

with families and other team members to determine eligibility for EI/ECSE services.  

• Describe a process to collect and analyze assessment information in collaboration 

with families and other team members to develop child and family-based 

outcomes/goals. 

 

Topical Course Outline 

The topical course outline which is organized by course sessions aligns course topics with 

EI/ECSE Standards and components. In addition, reading(s) and learning activities are identified 

for each topic. 

  

Week Standard 4 

Components 

 

Topic and Readings  Activities 

 

1 

 

4.1, 4.4 Overview of assessment 

 

Get to know your assigned 

cross-disciplinary team and 

partner family. You will work 

together this semester. 

 

2 

  

4.1 Purposes of assessment 

• Screening 

• Eligibility 

• Intervention/Instructional 

Observe a child participating in 

an activity (e.g., outside play, 

classroom center, tummy time, 

mealtime) and write down what 



Week Standard 4 

Components 

 

Topic and Readings  Activities 

 

planning you observe. 

 

3 

 

4.1 • Purposes of assessment 

• Instructional monitoring 

• Child progress 

monitoring 

• Program evaluation 

•  

Describe two types of 

assessments used by personnel 

in your local preschool or 

childcare center.  

 

4 4.2, 4.4 Legal basis of assessment in 

EI/ECSE 

• State mandates 

• Federal mandates 

Identify the screening and 

eligibility requirements in your 

state using state resources and 

references, include citations. 

 

5 

 

4.2 Recommended practices in 

assessment 

• Working with families 

• Family-centered practices 

in assessment 

•  

Identify the child’s strengths, 

needs, preferences, and interests 

by completing an observation 

form with your partner family.  

6 

 

4.2 Recommended practices in 

assessment: 

• Infants and toddlers 

• Multiple sources 

•  

Conduct a family interview with 

your partner family.  

7 

 

4.2 Recommended practices in 

assessment: 

• Criterion reference 

• Eligibility determination 

• Screening tools 

 

Review an assessment tool (e.g., 

screening tool, a norm-

referenced assessment, or 

curriculum-based assessment) – 

see guidelines in the assignment 

section of the syllabus. 

 

8 

 

4.3 What is authentic assessment? 

• Observation techniques 

• Rubrics 

Linder, Ch. 1 

Complete an environmental 

assessment and report with your 

cross disciplinary team. See 

assignments section of the 

syllabus for more information. 

 

9 

 

4.4 What is authentic assessment? 

• Cultural & linguistic 

diversity 

• Equity  

Discuss in detail three strategies 

to use when conducting 

assessments with culturally 

diverse children and families. 

 



Week Standard 4 

Components 

 

Topic and Readings  Activities 

 

10 4.4 Assessment when working with 

young children with: 

• Sensory impairments 

• Severe and multiple 

disabilities 

Linder, Ch. 2 and 3 

 

Explain why educational 

assessments may be challenging 

for a child with a sensory 

impairment. 

11 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4 Assessment when working with 

young children with: 

• Autism  

• Mental Health 

• Challenging behavior 

 

In two pages or less, describe an 

autism screening tool and the 

importance of the tool. 

12 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4 Using assessment data to 

develop child and family 

outcomes/goals 

Use the ECPC Cross-

Disciplinary Competency 

Evidence-Based Intervention 

Case Study: Robert and identify 

three ways assessment data 

could be used to develop child 

and family outcomes/goals. 

 

13 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4 Using assessment data to plan 

interventions and instruction 

Use the ECPC Cross-

Disciplinary  Competency 

Evidence-Based Intervention 

Case Study: Robert and identify 

three ways assessment data 

could be used to plan 

intervention and instruction. 

 

14 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4 Monitoring progress 

Reporting program outcomes 

 

Assessment Report  

15 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4 Writing assessment reports 

Data-based decision making 

 

Assessment Report  

 

Resources 

Resources to supplement the ECPC Sample Syllabus Standard 4: 

● Authentic Assessment in Early Intervention module with video clips 

o This module is a collaborative project of the Early intervention-Early 

Childhood Professional Development Community of Practice (EI-EC PD 

CoP) and the Virginia Early Intervention Professional Development Center. 

● Authentic Assessment Learning Modules 

https://ecpcta.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2810/2021/02/Case-Study-Robert-Evidence.Based_.Intervention.pdf
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https://www.veipd.org/main/pdf/authentic_assessment_in_ei_facilitators_guide.pdf
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http://eieconlinelearning.pbworks.com/w/page/1896240/FrontPage
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o Modules developed by the Center for Early Education and Development at the 

University of Minnesota 

● Authentic Child Assessment Practices E-Learning Lessons 

o A learning series about authentic child assessment practices and strategies for 

using the practices. 

● Initial Practice-Based Professional Preparation Standards for EI/ECSE (2020) 

o Link to the standards and supporting resources. 

● Center for Parent Information and Resources 

o Link to family-friendly materials and resources. 

● CONNECT Modules (Module 5) 

o A module about the purpose, use and benefits of assistive technology 

interventions. 

● Early Childhood Recommended Practices Modules (Module 7) 

o A module about the importance of assessment practices. 

● ECPC Cross-Disciplinary Competencies 

o Core cross-disciplinary competence areas for use by ECI professionals. 

● ECPC Curriculum Modules: Professional Standards 

o A module for each of the seven EI/ECSE Standards with a variety of 

resources (e.g., multimedia illustrations, websites, references). 

● ECPC Cross-Disciplinary Competency Evidence-Based Intervention Case Study: 

Robert 

o A case study demonstrating cross-disciplinary collaboration. 

● Professional Standards and Competencies for Early Childhood Educators 

o Link to the standards of the National Association for the Education of Young 

Children (NAEYC). 

 

Journals in EI/ECSE 

Below are examples of journals that publish topics about EI/ECSE. Faculty may want to explain 

how to use articles to support practice and to examine current research. Clarify the difference 

between practitioner-based journals and research-based journals. 

 

• Exceptional Parent Magazine 

• Infants and Young Children 

• International Journal of Early 

Childhood Special Education  

• Intervention in School and Clinic 

• Journal of Early Hearing Detection 

and Intervention   

• Journal of Early Intervention 

• Journal of Special Education 

Technology  

• Rural Special Education Quarterly 

• Teaching Exceptional Children  

• Topics in Early Childhood Special 

Education 

• Young Children 

• Young Exceptional Children 

 

Assignments 

1. Assessment Tool Review (Component 4.1) 

Conduct a review of an assessment tool – this may be a screening tool, a norm-

referenced assessment, or a criterion referenced assessment. The review should 

include the intended purpose of the tool, target age range, domains assessed, 

https://ceed.umn.edu/
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reliability and validity information, a description of administration and scoring 

procedures, and a brief summary of the strengths and limitations of the instrument.  

 

2. Environmental Rating Scales (Components 4.2 and 4.3) 

Working in cross-disciplinary teams, complete one of the following environmental 

rating scales: the FCCERS-3, the ITERS-3 or the ECERS-3, including scoresheet and 

profile. This profile will be accompanied by a summary of strengths and suggested 

classroom environment practices to target for change. 

 

3. Assessment Report (Components 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, and 4.4) 

With your cross-disciplinary team, conduct a developmental assessment of an infant 

or young child (birth to 3) and write up the results in an integrated report complete 

with appropriate recommendations. Use multiple assessment methods, including one 

norm-referenced assessment tool (e.g., Battelle Developmental Inventory), and at 

least two authentic assessment methods (e.g. observation in the natural environment, 

parent/caregiver interview, or informal observation tool). Formal assessments must be 

conducted in at least 2 developmental domains (social-emotional and cognitive 

development at a minimum) but the report should take into account development in 

all domains. No identifying information should be found anywhere in the assessment 

report, nor in any discussion board posts relating to the assessment experience.  

 

Report Requirements: 

• Provide a report heading and include headings for each component below. 

• Background information: Describe the child and include name (pseudonym), 

age, date of assessment, and home language. 

• Description of the assessment: Describe the assessment tool and overall 

purpose. 

• Observations: Describe the testing environment. Describe the child’s behavior 

during assessment. Describe the assessment administration.  

• Assessment results: Present scores and interpretations in a visually-organized 

manner. Describe subtests and scores and list strengths and needs. 

• Recommendations: Describe your interpretation of what the scores may 

suggest about the child’s skill development in relation to eligibility for special 

education under the category of developmental delay. 

• Provide a signature, name, and date at the bottom. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a product of the Early Childhood Personnel Center (ECPC) and was made possible by Cooperative 

Agreement #H325B170008 which is funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special 

Education Programs. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department 

of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. 


